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Seahorse park on its way out


By Steve EstesThe Monroe Board of County Commissioners Wednesday approved a development agreement with Longstock LLC that allows that company to build a 100-room motel on the waterfront as part of the ongoing Stock Island Marina project.

And with that approval, commissioners also ensured the end of Seahorse Trailer Park on Big Pine Key as it exists today.

Longstock bought the oft-maligned trailer park in the heart of the Avenues section of Big Pine Key earlier this year. The developer needed some way to garner transient rental units for its waterfront motel proposal on Stock Island as there are none readily available under the county’s building allocation criteria.

For the last several years, county officials have renewed an existing moratorium on transient residential units in the Keys, making none available for new construction. Developers wishing to put up motel rooms had to seek transient units from existing facilities, which has most often meant mobile home parks, RV parks and camp grounds.

And such is the case with the planned 100 units at Stock Island Marina. Those transient units, right now, are slated to come from moving development rights from Seahorse Trailer Park on Big Pine Key to the Stock Island location.

That would leave about 25 units attached to the acreage that is Seahorse Trailer Park.

 Continue reading ‘Seahorse park on its way out’








Monroe County Administrator's Office

1100 Simonton Street, Suite 2-205

Key West, FL 33040

305-292-4441



June 14, 2011



Monroe County Social Services Weatherization Assistance Program is now accepting applications from qualified, low income households to receive free weatherization services to make their homes more energy efficient and reduce energy cost.



Homeowners and renters of single family homes, site built or manufactured, may receive home energy upgrades that include repair or replacement of windows, doors, low flow water fixtures, ceiling insulation and new energy efficient appliances.



Participation in the program is based on income eligibility with priority given to the elderly and disabled.



Apply by visiting your local Monroe County Social Services Office or contact Monroe County Social Services at 305-292-4402. Contractors interested in bidding on weatherization projects should contact 305-292-4405.
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         July 4th – Lower Keys Style      

         
         

         Big Pine Community Park’s is now shaded      

         
         

         Maya Totman relocates a juvenile alligator      

         
         

         Release of a Wurdamann’s Heron      

         
         

         Lower Keys Chamber of Commerce Dolphin Tournament      

         
         

         Coming Together      

         
         

         Healthy Start Diaper Drive      

         
         

         Annual Boot Drives for Independence Day Celebration      
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Plans change for Eden Pines canal system

		As part of the canal restoration demonstration project currently underway, engineers had planned to pump dirty canal water out of the Eden Pines Colony canal system onto a wetlands area adjacent and allow supposedly cleaner water from the basin outside the system to fill in.

All in an effort to clean up the degraded water in the residential canal system.

That plan didn’t sit well with local National Key Deer Refuge officials who weren’t terribly keen on mechanical pumps dragging admittedly crappy water out of a canal and dumping it into wetlands areas that served their indigenous fauna and flora population.

Final answer: No pumping out of the canal.

 Continue reading ‘Plans change for Eden Pines canal system’

	
      

      
      
      
        
Sheriff clearing homeless camps on island

		Residents and business owners in the Lower Keys have noticed a marked difference in recent months in the distribution and number of homeless encampments scattered across Big Pine.

Since he took office after the 2014 general election, Sheriff Rick Ramsay has been on a mission to clean up areas of the Keys where trash and people have caused crime to congregate.

 Continue reading ‘Sheriff clearing homeless camps on island’

	
      

      
      
      
        
Schools seek renewal tax for capital

		The Monroe Board of County Commissioners is expected to approve a local ballot referendum at Wednesday’s regular meeting that will allow the Monroe County School Board to seek voter approval for the extension of a half-cent capital improvements sales tax for another 10 years.

The school district is the recipient of one penny in sales tax yearly for capital projects. However, state rules allow the board to seek voter approval to shift a half-penny of that cent to general fund operations rather than capital projects.

 Continue reading ‘Schools seek renewal tax for capital’

	
      

      
      
      
        
Group: sewer not issue; Grinder pumps problem

		The anti-grinder pump group Dump the Pumps continues to ratchet up the heat on Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority officials and state and federal permitting agencies.

Dump the Pumps has been a vocal opponent of the use of low-pressure grinder pumps in the large Cudjoe Regional Wastewwater System, claiming that the small pipe technology will eventually be bad for the sensitive Florida Keys ecosystem when massive failures begin to occur in the mechanical pumps, and also in rate payers’ wallets for the same reason.

But Banks Prevatt, group president, said he is fearful that the group’s message is getting lost in a bevy of action and counter-action across many fronts.

In a recent letter to the group, Prevatt wrote, “I was told that we may be getting a reputation for being against sewers, and that we are simply trying to be disruptive and bring all sewer construction to a stop.”

That, he says emphatically “Is wrong.”

 Continue reading ‘Group: sewer not issue; Grinder pumps problem’

	
      

      
      
      
        
July 4 event returns to park

		What is being billed as the “Greatest Show on Big Pine” kicks off next Friday at 5 p.m.

The annual Independence Day celebration for the Lower Keys will be held this year at the Big Pine Key Community Park at the north end of Sands Rd.

 Continue reading ‘July 4 event returns to park’

	
      

      
      
      
        
FEMA studies changing flood maps

		The Federal Emergency Management Agency will be visiting the Keys July 21-23 to begin the process of revising the county’s Flood Insurance Rate Maps.

And depending on how that shakes out when the study is scheduled to be completed in 2017, it could again give rise to significant flood insurance premium increases, even if homeowners dodged the bullet this time around with the fallout from the 2012 Biggert-Waters Act.

When Congress voted in Biggert-Waters it was for the express purpose of stabilizing fund balances for the National Flood Insurance Program,a FEMA program where residents in flood prone areas can purchase federally subsidized flood insurance.

After taking huge claim hits following Hurricane Katrina in 2004 and Super Storm Sandy in 2011, the NFIP coffers were estimated to be some $17 billion in the red.

 Continue reading ‘FEMA studies changing flood maps’
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Marathon man charged with robbing, beating another

		
	
      

      
      
      
        
Man charged with business burglaries

		
	
      

      
      
      
        
Man charged with knife threats, boat burglary

		
	
      

      
      
      
        
Middle Keys-Alcohol Coalition Checks

		
	
      

      
      
      
        
Missing mans body recovered

		
	
      

      
      
      
        
Deputies bust rolling meth lab

		
	
      

      
      
      
        
Two arrested for marijuana

		
	
      

      
      
      
        
Arrests for burglary, weapon charges, drugs

		
	
      

      
      
      
        
Traffic stop ends in stolen boat recovery

		
	
      

      
      
      
        
Two caught stealing bales of cardboard
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On the lookout for pens

		

I have always been one to admit that I am a consummate pen thief.

There is no writing instrument that is safe it it’s within arm’s reach.

I have a collection of pens that would rival a manufacturer’s warehouse.

Knowing all this, I have to ask myself the question…why can I never find a damn pen when I need one?

For instance, last week I was driving to Cudjoe Key. I got a call on the cell phone and it was someone who wanted to give me information about another number I really needed to call.

I keep notebooks in the car. I need them frequently and very seldom do I use one while driving. But I do.

My handwriting is so bad that only I can read it all the time anyway, so I take notes in the car without even looking at the notebook. I scribble what I hear, keeping my eyes on the road, and decipher it later when I need the information.

But this day, it wasn’t the notebook giving me fits. It was the collection of ink pens that usually fills my dash.

 Continue reading ‘On the lookout for pens’

	
      

      
      
      
        
Make spot for permitting needs

		As more and more sewer collection pipes go in the ground throughout the Cudjoe Regional Wastewater System service area, the time grows ever closer when property owners will have to start working their way through the county permitting system to hook their drains into the pipes in the street.

Permitting office officials have estimated that more than 7,500 permits will have to be pulled by property owners before everyone gets hooked into the central pipe that will flow eventually into the regional treatment plant on Blimp Road on Cudjoe Key.

Just last month, the Monroe Board of County Commissioners decided that establishing a temporary office, for probably four years or so, was an expense it didn’t want to take on, particularly when there is talk of the budget rising anyway this year by three percent or more.

But the proposal shouldn’t die, particularly when initial budget requests reveal that there is a proposal to add personnel to the building department to do exactly what the folks in the Lower Keys will need done in the coming years.

 Continue reading ‘Make spot for permitting needs’

	
      

      
      
      
        
Customer not the focus

		

I heard the other night words I never thought I would hear from someone involved in a customer service job in a position of management.

I was so floored when I heard them that I actually was speechless. And that’s not an easy thing to do to me.

Let me set the stage.

 Continue reading ‘Customer not the focus’

	
      

      
      
      
        
We still need that workforce

		It’s looking more likely every day that in the very near future the largest single source of workforce housing on Big Pine Key may well disappear.

One group or another has been trying to tap into the pot of building allocations that is Seahorse Trailer Park on Big Pine Key for most of the last decade.

The plans have always been to take the building allocations, a scarce commodity in the Keys to start with, and move them to some prestigious waterfront development where a workforce is needed to maintain and service the users of that development.

 Continue reading ‘We still need that workforce’

	
      

      
      
      
        
Just a few errant candles

		

July 4 is one of those holidays you just have to like.

You usually get a day off work. You get to eat things you wouldn’t normally. You get to drink beer before 5 p.m. You get to mingle with friends and neighbors you might not see very often. You get to watch a fantastic light show after dark.

And you get to remember why America came to be, and oftentimes how America came to be. We have to remember that July 4 is a uniquely American holiday. Other countries have no reason or desire to celebrate our birthday. The folks in England, I heard, have actually petitioned their government to remove the date from their calendars for some unknown reason.

Of course, the fact that the holiday has many good aspects doesn’t stop the idiots from taking the revelry over the edge. Nothing stops that. It’s just that they seem to get more creative around holidays.

And the July 4 holiday usually goes hand in hand with explosives.

Idiots and explosives—a dangerous combination.

 Continue reading ‘Just a few errant candles’

	
      

      
      
      
        
Don’t raise our stakes double

		As is said nearly any time of any year, “Costs continue to go up.” We heard that from Monroe County Administrator Roman Gastesi this week during initial budget discussions for the coming fiscal year as staff outlined a proposal to jack up property tax rates by about 5.7 percent over the current rate.

We all understand that costs continue to go up.

What we need is for local governments to realize that the taxpayer is already paying more for the same things government agencies are paying for, and then are being asked to pay more for those same things again for the government agency.

It’s a cycle that has to stop.

 Continue reading ‘Don’t raise our stakes double’

	
      

      
      
      
        
You have to want the job

		

Before I begin, let me use the disclaimer method.

The stories you are about to hear do not in any way shed a negative light on any particular group of persons. Every group has its poster children for cranial-rectal-inversion, and its sufferers from hedupyerassitis while the reminder are, for the most part, relatively normal.

These stories simply point out some truth-is-stranger-than-fiction instances.

A business acquaintance of ours recently had to try and hire some help. The job market is slow. Jobs are at a premium, and the competition for those few jobs is intense. The way to get hired is to put your best foot forward, not your foot in your mouth.

One fellow member of the business community needed a delivery driver for short runs. Delivery of food is often a lucrative undertaking for the driver. People who order in generally are willing to tip well to avoid the hassle of going out for something to eat.

But they do expect some consideration.

 Continue reading ‘You have to want the job’

	
      

      
      
      
        
Support your local firefighters

		As long as is the tradition of volunteer fire departments in this country, almost as long is the tradition of the phenomenon known as a fundraiser.

Volunteer firefighters, who every day put their own lives on the line to protect our lives and property, have historically received little or no governmental support for their heroic efforts. We live in a county, fortunately, where the governments realize that volunteer firefighters are a necessity to fill out the ranks of the fire rescue services and do toss a few bucks their way come each budget cycle.

But those few bucks don’t go near far enough in paying for training and equipment costs needed by our heroic volunteers to provide the levels of service we have come to expect.

Thus was born the first need, a need that continues today, for fundraisers.

 Continue reading ‘Support your local firefighters’

	
      

      
      
      
        
I didn’t know all that…

		

Has anyone out there ever “Googled” their own name to see what their namesakes in other areas of the world are doing with their time?

It wasn’t an exercise I had ever tried until a few weeks ago when someone asked me the same question.

That piqued my interest, and once my interest is piqued, I, of course, must quench that thirst for knowledge.

So I pulled up Google and typed in my name.

There were more than 12 million entries on my name.

I never did find me. I guess I’m just not that interesting to a lot of people to bring me to the top of a search engine page on the internet.

But I was still amazed at the number of people who share my name.

 Continue reading ‘I didn’t know all that…’

	
      

      
      
      
        
Prepare now for new flood maps

		Our controlling state political party tends to spend a great deal of time ignoring science, particularly when that science deals with our minor problem of impending sea level rise.

But what the rest of us all know to be true is about to hit our controlling, science-denying leadership right where they least like to be hit. The wallet.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency will be visiting Monroe County, as well as Miami-Dade and Broward counties, next month to begin the public input process on a project that is designed to update that agency’s Flood Insurance Rate Maps.

Of course, science will be used to update those maps, and that means that sea level rise projections will come into play at some point.

 Continue reading ‘Prepare now for new flood maps’
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Do you have a news tip? Let the News-Barometer know right now!

Send us an email!
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